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mortar. The face is uniform, can be made in any color or finish and also with architectural design. Offers can be made for building a house per square foot, but before starting the manufacturing of the blocks extra drawings must be prepared showing every block in the building. Then an index must be made, which shows the different sizes and the number of blocks.
The first thing is to prepare such plans. The architect (if any is engaged) lays out the plans for brick or frame building and his plans must be worked over for cement blocks. It is very simple work, notwithstanding it must be done very carefully. Every phase of manufacturing and also using of cement blocks must be taken into consideration in making advantageous and acceptable plans for this purpose. If possible, whole, three-quarter and one-half blocks must be used, and the use of different sized blocks makes the manufacturing of the concrete blocks complicated, and also building walls out of them, causing extra expenses. Corners, pilasters, etc., must be shown not only in view, but also in plan. The working drawings for the masons must be made clear and easy to read, as otherwise misunderstandings and delay in the work may easily result.
It happened in my practice that everything was in first-class shape, but I could not get any masons who could lay concrete blocks easily and with a fair amount of speed. I was obliged to watch them and not only see that the blocks were laid after the working drawings but that the wall went up straight, joints pointed up before the cement mortar hardened. Brick masons are not suitable for cement block setting, and they are too high priced, too speedy, and are not accustomed to lifting heavy weights and to do exact work. First-class stone masons are required, but they must also be very closely watched.
My opinion is that every block manufacturing plant must have not only the special workmen for the manufacturing of concrete blocks, but also those who build them in the wall. The organization of the concrete block manufacturers or the entire business world which is especially connected with using of cement for the different purposes, must take place without any delay. This is such an important branch now, and it develops with such immense rapidity, that an immediate organization of the partakers is indispensable. To protect trade, labor, and to guard the reputation of such an important business branch by a well-organized body, is absolutely necessary.
Now, often different unions make trouble.. The brick masons are of the opinion that the wall out of concrete blocks can only be built by them, the stone masons are of the same opinion, and I think neither of these unions have the right to "butt in," and the